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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Aves Passeriformes Passerellidae

Taxon Name:  Passerella iliaca (Merrem, 1786)

Common Name(s):

• English: Red Fox-sparrow

Taxonomic Source(s):

del Hoyo, J., Collar, N.J., Christie, D.A., Elliott, A., Fishpool, L.D.C., Boesman, P. and Kirwan, G.M. 2016.

HBW and BirdLife International Illustrated Checklist of the Birds of the World. Volume 2: Passerines. Lynx

Edicions and BirdLife International, Barcelona, Spain and Cambridge, UK.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1

Year Published: 2016

Date Assessed: October  1, 2016

Justification:

This species has an extremely large range, and hence does not approach the thresholds for Vulnerable

under the range size criterion (Extent of Occurrence <20,000 km2 combined with a declining or

fluctuating range size, habitat extent/quality, or population size and a small number of locations or

severe fragmentation). The population trend appears to be stable, and hence the species does not

approach the thresholds for Vulnerable under the population trend criterion (>30% decline over ten

years or three generations). The population size is extremely large, and hence does not approach the

thresholds for Vulnerable under the population size criterion (<10,000 mature individuals with a

continuing decline estimated to be >10% in ten years or three generations, or with a specified

population structure). For these reasons the species is evaluated as Least Concern.

Geographic Range

Range Description:

Passerella iliaca breeds from Alaska through central Canada into the north eastern United States,

migration occurs to non breeding grounds in the south eastern United States.

Country Occurrence:

Native: Bermuda; Canada; Mexico; Saint Pierre and Miquelon; United States

Vagrant: Germany; Greenland; Iceland; Ireland; Italy; Japan; Russian Federation
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Distribution Map
Passerella iliaca
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Population

Trend Justification

This species has had stable population trends over the last 40 years in North America (data from

Breeding Bird Survey and/or Christmas Bird Count: Butcher and Niven 2007).

Current Population Trend:  Stable

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

Systems:  Terrestrial
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

1. Forest -> 1.1. Forest - Boreal Breeding Suitable No

1. Forest -> 1.1. Forest - Boreal Non-
breeding

Suitable No

1. Forest -> 1.4. Forest - Temperate Breeding Suitable Yes

1. Forest -> 1.4. Forest - Temperate Non-
breeding

Suitable Yes

3. Shrubland -> 3.3. Shrubland - Boreal Breeding Suitable No

3. Shrubland -> 3.3. Shrubland - Boreal Non-
breeding

Suitable No

3. Shrubland -> 3.4. Shrubland - Temperate Breeding Suitable No

3. Shrubland -> 3.4. Shrubland - Temperate Non-
breeding

Suitable No

Conservation Actions in Place
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions in Place

In-Place Research, Monitoring and Planning

Action Recovery plan: No

Systematic monitoring scheme: Yes

In-Place Land/Water Protection and Management

Conservation sites identified: Yes, over entire range

Occur in at least one PA: Yes

Invasive species control or prevention: No

In-Place Species Management

Successfully reintroduced or introduced beningly: No

Subject to ex-situ conservation: No

In-Place Education

Subject to recent education and awareness programmes: No

Included in international legislation: No
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Conservation Actions in Place

Subject to any international management/trade controls: No

Additional Data Fields

Distribution

Continuing decline in area of occupancy (AOO): Unknown

Extreme fluctuations in area of occupancy (AOO): No

Estimated extent of occurrence (EOO) (km²): 3530000

Continuing decline in extent of occurrence (EOO): Unknown

Extreme fluctuations in extent of occurrence (EOO): No

Continuing decline in number of locations: Unknown

Extreme fluctuations in the number of locations: No

Population

Continuing decline of mature individuals: Unknown

Extreme fluctuations: No

Population severely fragmented: No

Continuing decline in subpopulations: Unknown

Extreme fluctuations in subpopulations: No

All individuals in one subpopulation: No

Habitats and Ecology

Continuing decline in area, extent and/or quality of habitat: Unknown

Generation Length (years): 4.5

Movement patterns: Full Migrant

© The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species: Passerella iliaca – published in 2016.
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-3.RLTS.T103779110A94696453.en

6



The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™
ISSN 2307-8235 (online)
IUCN 2008: T103779110A94696453
Scope: Global
Language: English

The IUCN Red List Partnership

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species™ is produced and managed by the IUCN Global Species

Programme, the IUCN Species Survival Commission (SSC) and The IUCN Red List Partnership.

The IUCN Red List Partners are: Arizona State University; BirdLife International; Botanic Gardens

Conservation International; Conservation International; NatureServe; Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew;

Sapienza University of Rome; Texas A&M University; and Zoological Society of London.

THE IUCN RED LIST OF THREATENED SPECIES™

© The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species: Passerella iliaca – published in 2016.
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-3.RLTS.T103779110A94696453.en

7

http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/who_we_are/about_the_species_survival_commission_/
http://www.iucnredlist.org/partners/partners
http://www.asu.edu/
http://www.birdlife.org/
http://www.bgci.org/
http://www.bgci.org/
http://www.conservation.org/
http://www.natureserve.org/
http://www.kew.org/
http://www.uniroma1.it/
http://www.tamu.edu/
http://www.zsl.org/

