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Taxonomy
Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Fungi Ascomycota Lecanoromycetes Ostropales Graphidaceae

Taxon Name:ÊÊAcanthothecis leucoxanthoides Lendemer & R.C.Harris

Identification Information:
This crustose lichen can be recognized by its occurrence on bark, pale, elongate lirellae that lack black
carbonized areas, simple labia containing concentrations of stictic acid, ornamented paraphyse tips,
non-inspersed hymenium, and small, hyaline 6Ð10 celled ascospores (15Ð18(Ð21) ! 4Ð5 "m).

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Critically Endangered B2ab(ii,iii,v); C2a(i); D ver 3.1

Year Published: 2018

Date Assessed: August 30, 2017

Justification:
This species merits ranking as Critically Endangered based on the small number of documented
locations (2) both of which comprise a small number of individuals (less than 25 in each), low area of
occupancy (8 km#), the 50% reduction in population size inferred from loss of the North Carolina
population as a result of sea-level rise by 2100, and the documented declines in habitat quality
historically, at present, and projected into the future. The species also ranks as Critically Endangered
based on the small population (less than 50 mature individuals) the small number of individuals in each
subpopulation (two subpopulations each with less 25 individuals). Further the species also ranks as
Critically Endangered based on the overall small size of the population which is estimated to be less than
50 mature individuals.

Geographic Range

Range Description:
Acanthothecis leucoxanthoides is a rare script lichen known from two locations in the Coastal Plain of
southeastern North America. Though recently described, additional populations of the species have not
been located despite extensive study of the small amount of suitable habitat that persists in a region
severely fragmented and degraded by anthropogenic forces.

Country Occurrence:
Native: United States (Georgia, North Carolina)
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Distribution Map
Acanthothecis leucoxanthoides
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