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Taxonomy

Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Actinopterygii Anguilliformes Muraenidae

Taxon Name:  Gymnothorax maderensis (Johnson, 1862)

Synonym(s):

• Ahynnodontophis rosaliae
• Pseudomuraena maderensis

Regional Assessments:

• Europe

Common Name(s):

• English: Sharktooth Moray
• French: Murène de Madère, Murène de Madère
• Spanish: Morena de Madeira, Morena Verde

Taxonomic Source(s):

Eschmeyer, W.N. (ed.). 2015. Catalog of Fishes. Updated 7 January 2015. Available at:

http://researcharchive.calacademy.org/research/ichthyology/catalog/fishcatmain.asp. (Accessed: 7

January 2015).

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Least Concern ver 3.1

Year Published: 2015

Date Assessed: August 17, 2011

Justification:

This deep-living species is widely distributed and relatively uncommon. It occurs on rocky reef, deep

coral zones and soft bottom. There are no known major threats. Therefore, it is listed as Least Concern.

Geographic Range

Range Description:

This species is distributed across the Atlantic Ocean. In the eastern Atlantic it is known from  Madeira,

the Canary Islands, the Cape Verde Islands, and Benin. In the western Atlantic it has been recorded from

Bermuda, North Carolina (USA), northwestern Cuba (Gulf of Mexico), and in the Caribbean from Puerto

Rico to the Saba Bank and Curacao (R. Robertson pers. comm. 2014). Its depth range is 80-284 m.

Country Occurrence:

Native: Anguilla; Antigua and Barbuda; Benin; Bermuda; Bonaire, Sint Eustatius and Saba (Saba); Cape
Verde; Cuba; Curaçao; Puerto Rico; Spain (Canary Is.); United States; Virgin Islands, British; Virgin
Islands, U.S.
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FAO Marine Fishing Areas:

Native: Atlantic - eastern central, Atlantic - western central
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Distribution Map
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Population
This species is relatively uncommon, although this may be due to a sampling artefact (D. Smith pers.

comm. 2011).

Current Population Trend:  Unknown

Habitat and Ecology (see Appendix for additional information)

This is a demersal species that occurs on rocky reef, deep coral zones and soft bottom (Bauchot 1986).

Systems:  Marine

Use and Trade
This species is not utilized.

Threats
There are no major threats known to this species.

Conservation Actions (see Appendix for additional information)

There are no species-specific conservation measures.

Credits

Assessor(s): Smith, D.G. & McCosker, J.

Reviewer(s): Cox, N.A.

Facilitators(s) and
Compiler(s):

Harwell, H. & Hines, A.
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Appendix

Habitats
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Habitat Season Suitability
Major
Importance?

9. Marine Neritic -> 9.2. Marine Neritic - Subtidal Rock and Rocky Reefs Resident Suitable Yes

Conservation Actions in Place
(http://www.iucnredlist.org/technical-documents/classification-schemes)

Conservation Actions in Place

In-Place Land/Water Protection and Management

Conservation sites identified: No

Occur in at least one PA: Unknown

Additional Data Fields

Distribution

Lower depth limit (m): 284

Upper depth limit (m): 80

Population

Population severely fragmented: No
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