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Taxonomy
Kingdom Phylum Class Order Family

Animalia Chordata Mammalia Perissodactyla Equidae

Taxon Name:ÊÊEquus africanus Heuglin & Fitzinger, 1866

Regional Assessments:
¥ Mediterranean

Common Name(s):

¥ English: African Wild Ass, African Ass, Ass
¥ French: Ane sauvage d'Afrique, åne Sauvage D'Afrique
¥ Spanish: Asno Salvaje de Africa

Taxonomic Notes:
This taxon is sometimes treated under the specific name asinus. However, this is considered to be the
name applied to the domestic form and is so generally rejected in favour of africanus. Gentry (2006)
criticized the incorrect use of the name E. asinus for the Wild Ass by Grubb (2005). There are two
recognized extant subspecies, although there is disagreement as to whether the African Wild Ass is one
continuously distributed species exhibiting clinal variation (see Moehlman 2002, Moehlman et al. 2013).
Groves (2002) lists a third unnamed subspecies from the Sahara, although these may not have been true
Wild Asses.

Assessment Information

Red List Category & Criteria: Critically Endangered C2a(i) ver 3.1

Year Published: 2015

Date Assessed: September  8, 2014

Justification:
Listed as Critically Endangered as the species numbers (at best approximately 200 mature individuals)
may be undergoing a continuing decline due to climate and human/livestock impact, and no
subpopulation numbers in excess of 50 mature individuals. The species may also meet the threshold for
Critically Endangered under D, as there may be less than 50 mature individuals in the wild.

Previously Published Red List Assessments
2008 Ð Critically Endangered (CR)

1996 Ð Critically Endangered (CR)

1994 Ð Endangered (E)

1990 Ð Endangered (E)

1988 Ð Endangered (E)
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1986 Ð Endangered (E)

Geographic Range

Range Description:
The African Wild Ass occurs in Eritrea and Ethiopia, and some animals may persist in Djibouti, Somalia,
Sudan and Egypt, but there is no recent information available (Moehlman et al. 2013). Yalden et al.
(1996) recorded them to 1,500 m in Ethiopia.

Two subspecies are recognized. The Nubian Wild Ass, E. a. africanus, lived in the Nubian desert of north-
eastern Sudan, from east of the Nile River to the shores of the Red Sea, and south to the Atbara River
and into northern Eritrea (Watson 1982). During aerial flights in the 1970s, wild asses were seen in the
Barka Valley of Eritrea and in the border area between Eritrea and the Sudan (Watson 1982). The Somali
Wild Ass, E. a. somaliensis, was found in the Denkelia region of Eritrea, the Danakil Desert and the
Awash River Valley in the Afar region of north-eastern Ethiopia, western Djibouti, and into the Ogaden
region of eastern Ethiopia. In Somalia, they ranged from Meit and Erigavo in the north to the Nugaal
Valley, and as far south as the Shebele River (Moehlman 2002, Moehlman et al. 2013).

The current range of the African Wild Ass in Ethiopia and Eritrea is approximately 23,000 km2 (Kebede
2013, Teclai 2006). DNA extracted from faecal samples collected from animals in Eritrea and Ethiopia
resulted in the identification of five mitochondrial DNA haplotypes: one haplotype (group of
polymorphisms) is specific to the Eritrean population (haplotype D); one haplotype specific to the
Ethiopian population (haplotype E); and three shared haplotypes (A, B, and C). These results suggest
that there is and/or has been gene flow between the subpopulations (Afrera, Serdo) in Ethiopia and the
population in Eritrea (Oakenfull et al. 2002).

Country Occurrence:
Native: Eritrea; Ethiopia
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Distribution Map
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