
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grey Seal (Halichoerus grypus) 
 
 
Table 1. Relative sizes of Grey Seal populations. Pup production estimates are used 
because of the uncertainty in overall population estimates. 

Region Pup Production Year when latest 
information was 

obtained 

Possible 
population trend 

Scotland 40,600 2006 Stable or slowly 
increasing 

NE England 2,700 2006 Increasing 

SW Britain 1,800 2006 Increasing 

UK 45,100  Increasing 

Ireland 300 1998 Unknown* 

Wadden Sea 200 2004 Increasing** 

Norway 1,200 2003 Unknown** 

Russia 800 1994 Unknown** 

Iceland 1,200 2002 Declining** 

Baltic ***4,000 2003 Increasing 

Europe (excluding UK) 7,700  Increasing 

Canada (Sable Island) 41,500 2004 Increasing*** 

Canada (Gulf of St 
Lawrence) 

6,100 2000 Declining** 

USA 1,100 2002 Increasing**** 

West Atlantic 48,700  Increasing 

TOTAL 101,500  INCREASING 

Sources: *Kiely and Myers 1998; **NAMMCO 2007; ***Bowen et al. 2007; ****Baltic pup 
production estimate based on mark recapture estimate of total population size and an 
assumed multiplier of 4.7; *****NOAA Tech. Mem. NMFS-NE-201. 
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